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. In forensic psychiatry, the situation may be complicated

by the attempt to apply specific signs and symptoms to legal criteria.
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» Report writers
commonly have different writing styles, which reflect the author’s inner “voice”
(Griffith and Baronoski 2007),
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Ten Most Frequent Faults in Forensic Report Writing
(Percent of Reports in Which They Were Identified)

1. Opinions without sufficient explanations

Major interpretations or opinions were stated without sufficiently explaining their basis
in data or logic (regardless of whether the report’s data could have sustained the
opinion)

2. Forensic purpose unclear

The legal standard, legal question, or forensic purpose was not stated, not clear,
Inaccurate, or inappropriate

3.0rganization problems
Information was presented in disorganized manner (usually without a reasonable
logic for its sequence)
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4. Irrelevant data or opinions

Data and/or some opinions included in the report were not relevant for the
forensic or clinical referral questions.

5. Failure to consider alternative hypotheses

Data allowed for alternative interpretations, while report did not offer
explanations concerning why they were ruled out (often response
style/malingering alternative, sometimes diagnostic.
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6. Inadequate data

The referral question, case circumstances, or final opinion required additional
types of data that were not obtained or were not reported, and for which absence
was not explained in report.

7. Data and interpretation mixed

Data and interpretations frequently appeared together in section that reports data
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8. Over-reliance on single source of data

An important interpretation/opinion relied wholly on one source of data
when corroborating information from multiple sources was needed
(often over-reliance on examinee’s self-report)

9. Language problems

Multiple instances of jargon, biased phrases, pejorative terms, or
gratuitous comments

10. Improper test uses

Test data were used in inappropriate ways when interpreted and
applied to the case, or tests were not appropriate for the case itself.
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